
Standards-Based Writing Lessons Trainer Notes 

Part I:  Introduction:  15 minutes:  I’ve been at this writing stuff for a long time.  Here’s what I see as a 
result of 20 years of writing in Kentucky: 

 Our state recognizes the value of writing.  Though the portfolio is gone, writing is still in place 
and in accountability.   

 Kids don’t see writing as fearful.  They understand it as a matter of course and feel very 
competent since they see themselves as writers. 

 Our students are good writers.  They’ve been taught well and perform well.  When I look at the 
Common Core Standards and the student work that is deemed appropriate for each grade level, 
I know our students can do that – and more.   

Okay, so everything isn’t always positive.  In some schools, I still see… 

 Students (and some teachers) not understanding the writing process – still 

 Separation of reading and writing with little integration 

 One-shot teaching without follow-up or meaningful repetition of skills 

 Focus on text, not standard.   

 Lip service to content writing 

 LA teachers not providing tools for analysis for students to use to think through a text – or tools 
that are teacher-driven so kids can’t think independently 

 Lack of understanding of formative assessment – and the fact that the literacy tools we use and 
develop can become formative assessments in and of themselves 

What are you seeing?  What’s going on after all of these years of focusing on writing?   

Part II:  Classifying the Standards 

8:45 – 8:55 Introduce the Writing Standards.   With new standards and new content, I have to 
interact or I don’t get it.  I want to lead you through what I did to “get it.”   

Hand out common core standards from Deconstructed standards.  Have them look them over and 
categorize, based on what they’re expecting our students to do.  Ask them to think beyond the “Cluster” 
and think about what they’re really asking kids to do.  Develop new headings.   Share their ideas/ 
thinking 

(Old headings:  Text types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and 
present knowledge, range of writing).    

HO Kentucky’s deconstructed standards and writing progressions document.   

Part III:  The Writing Process 
 
8:55 – 9:15 I have to start with the big one, the one I had to introduce to my seniors every 
year -- Writing process – actually contained in the second cluster, the “Tool Box”.   
For example, Look at Standards 4-6.  Standard 5 says:  (6th grade Standard: With some guidance 
and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting or trying a new approach.” 



What’s it look like?  PPT 

9:15 – 9:45 Activity:    create a representation of the writing process for their own classrooms.  
Explain the sundae analogy and show student samples.  Have them create their own as a small group 
and draw.  Gallery walk 

BREAK 

Part IV:  Informative Writing 

10:00 – 11:45  Look at Informative standards, especially  writing standards 2 and  8:   

Standard 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information  
through text selection, organization and analysis of relevant concept.  

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definitions,  
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics  
(e.g., charts, tables) and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

        b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information,  
and examples.  

         c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
        d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain about the topic.  
        e. Establish and maintain a formal style.  
        f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.  
 
Standard 8:  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing 
 the inquiry when appropriate.  
 

I want to lead you through how I would teach an informative piece, then give you some ideas for your 
own students.  
When I write an informational piece, I want to focus on just one main question.  There might be little 
questions that will fit under it, but the key word is focus.  The best way to find a focus is to think of 
questions the reader really wants the answer to.  
 
Do Tattoos.   
 

Keep in mind that informative text predicts and answers the reader’s questions.  What are some 
questions in general children might have about animals? 
What about specific animals?  Let’s think of three:  the black bear, the black widow spider, bald eagles.   
 

I’ve picked those three specifically because I’ve done some research for you.   
 
(standard 8):  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.  
 
With a partner, pick one of the three.   



 
Come up with questions you have about your topic, then the big question, the focus, the angle of your 
informative piece.  
Now see if you can come up with two or three smaller questions that will help you to answer your big 
question.   
For example, if my question is “How does a bear hibernate?,” then my small questions could be: 

 What does hibernation mean? 

 What physically happens to a bear during hibernation? 

 Do all bears hibernate? 
Write each of your questions on an envelope.  Number the articles, then Split up the research, skim it, 
and write partial answers to your three questions on the slips of paper in each envelope.  On the back of 
the answers, write the number of the source. 
 
Your research is done and you’re ready to begin to craft the piece.  But, what does the piece look like? 
 
I want to give students an idea first of what an informative piece would look like by reading some.  
Reading standard 5 says, “Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section 
fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. “ 
 
Let’s look to see what informational text looks like, how it’s structured and how that develops our own 
plans for writing.  The basic plan for any expository text is the hieroglyphic.  Note how it plays out in 
student work samples. 
 
Sort and paste student articles on hieroglyphic.  Hang up around the room.   
 
With group, talk about   

 problems they had sorting 

 structure,  

 together analyze idea development,  

 voice. 

We’re ready for our draft.  Look at the Informative writing plan and begin to fill it out, keeping in mind 
the structure we’re moving toward.  Fill out the plan. 
 
Note the patterns in your packet, which students could actually use to do their published version of their 
pieces.   
 
Now, let’s think of topics your own students could write about, based on their interests and your 
content.  List topics in writer’s notebook.  I’m doing this because I want to show you a way I found to 
help students find a focus, an angle, which is a key element in any informative piece. 
 
Instead of a long report on Saturn or JFK, students can think of a focused approach, an angle, that will 
help them know what to put in and what to leave out of their informative pieces.  (“refocusing the 
inquiry”) 
 
The best approaches or angles come out of what readers really want to know.   
Have group write their topics on long paper.  Walk around and write questions. 



 
1:00 – 2:00 

Look at opinion/ argument 

Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
a. Introduce claim(s), and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.  
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.  
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.  
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.  
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.  
 

In introducing argument/ opinion, I love my opinion line.  Some of you have seen this before in former 
OD trainings, but bear with me for those who haven’t seen it.  Do opinion line on School Uniforms.  
Students could do this for a variety of topics:  Boyfriends or girlfriends, McDonalds or Pizza Hut, Wii or X 
Box, Reading or movie, football or basketball, Selena Gomez or Taylor Swift, Louisville or Kentucky, etc. 

After doing the line, talk about who had the best argument?  
Speaking standard 3:  Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that 

are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.  
 

Use FAVES to analyze what you heard.  How would more evidence change your opinion of who had the 
best argument?  What could we fill into the chart that would help each side of the argument? 

Standard 9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  
b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. “ 

Use FAVES with “Debbie” pieces 

Have them look at 5th grade piece on cell phones to see idea development.  Share plan.  Envelopes  
(could have check list on outside – FAVES)  They check off what’s in the envelope. 

 

2:00 – 3:00 

Narrative 

Share standards 

Do Inquiry:  Hand each table a set of narratives to read.  They are to answer the questions:  What is a 
narrative?  What does it look like?  What commonalities did you see among the pieces? 

Standard 9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  



a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms 
or genres (e.g., stories and poems, historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches 
to similar themes and topics. “ 
 
Look at picture books to plot out narration “Approaches to similar themes and topics”. 

Plan out own narration.  Do response group for plan. 

 

 


